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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original, language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originaliy filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-19 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1-13 received on 13.01 .2005 with letter of 13.01 .2005 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/Tigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 
El claims Nos. 12-13 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

El no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 12-13 

□ the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 



□ the tables related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

□ See separate sheet for further details 



□ 



does not comply with the standard 



Form PCT/lPEA/409 (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT 
ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 
PCT/EP2004y003661 



Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 

1.13 In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees, the applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims. 

□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

M neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. □ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to 

Rule 68.1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 
is 

□ complied with. 

H not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 

4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 

□ all parts. 

13 the parts relating to claims Nos. 1-11. 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-11 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-11 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-11 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item I 

Basis of the opinion 

1.(a) The present opinion is based on the application claims 1-1 1 (see Items IV and V 
below). 

(b) It is noted that the amended claims as filed on 13/1/05, and particularly amended claim 
1, claim a polymerisation process in which the dosing of the initiator is conducted "from the 
point in time at which none of the monomer has been polymerised until 
"at least 70%" of all the monomer is polymerized,", i.e. the dosing of initiator as claimed in 
the said application claim can be conducted at any point after none of the monomer has 
been polymerised (as the application claim 1's use of the phrase "at least 70%" does not 
give any upper limitation at 70%, and thus does not exclude any such higher percentages). 

Re Item IV 

Lacks of unity of invention 

In consideration that the original unamended application claims, and particularly claim 1, 
relating to an "essentially vinyl chloride free" suspension polymerisation process for 
polymerising styrene monomer as described in the said claim 1 , are not considered to be 
novel and inventive (see Item V below and the lack of unity sheet B attached to the original 
search report), the original application contains several lacks of unity according to Rule 
13.1 PCT. 

The applicant was originally invited to either restrict the application claims or pay additional 
fees for the further inventions relating to the said lack of unity. 

The applicant decided not to pay the additional fees and consequently the substantive 
examination has been based on the first invention only, relating to original application 
claims 1-11. 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanationssupporting such statement 

1 . (a) The following documents are cited in the present opinion/The numbering will be 
adhered to during the rest of the proceedings : 

D1 US5 189069 
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